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AN  ARTICLE  BY  AXEL  G.  S.  JOSEPHSON,  CHAIRMAN  OF ,  SUB¬ 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  ON 
WORK  WITH  THE  BLIND 


Mr.  BLACK.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  have 
inserted  in  the  Appendix  of  the  Record  an  article  by  Axel  G.  S. 
Josephson,  chairman  of  the  subcommittee  on  books  for  adults  of 
the  American  Library  Association  committee  on  work  with  the 
blind.  This  is  a  report  made  to  the  American  Library  Associa¬ 
tion  at  its  meeting  December  30,  1929. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  matter  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  Record,  as  follows : 

A  Project  for  the  Building  Up  and  Keeping  Up  of  Students’  Collec¬ 
tions  in  the  Libraries  for  the  Blind 
(By  Axel  G.  S.  Josephson,  chairman  subcommittee  on  hooks  for  adults 
of  the  American  Library  Association’s  committee  on  work  with  the 
blind— —Presented  to  the  council  of  the  American  Library  Association 
at  its  meeting,  December  30—31,  1929) 

PREFACE 

Two  bills  providing  for  the  printing  of  books  for  adult  blind  in  this 
country  and  its  possessions  have  been  introduced  in  Congress,  one  in 
favor  of  the  newly  organized  Braille  Institute  of  America,  calling  for 
an  annual  grant  of  $100,000,  the  other  in  favor  of  the  Library  of  Con¬ 
gress  for  a  similar  grant  of  $75,000 ;  a  third  bill  is  on  the  way  in  favor 
of  the  American  Library  Association,  calling  for  an  annual  grant  of 
$100,000  and  for  a  preliminary  grant  of  the  same  amount  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  allowing  the  work  to  begin  at  once. 

The  bill  to  be  presented  in  the  name  of  the  American  Library  Associa¬ 
tion  differs  from  the  other  two  in  an  important  respect ;  it  is  expressly 
stated  that  the  books  to  be  procured  by  this  association  will  be  selected 
with  the  definite  view  of  aiding  the  adult  blind  in  their  efforts  at  pro¬ 
fessional  and  cultural  advancement.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  American 
Library  Association  thus  to  introduce  to  the  blind  population  of  the 
United  States  the  new  World  Movement  of  Adult  Education  which  the 
association  was  largely  instrumental  in  introducing  to  this  country. 

The  blind  constitute  a  portion  of  the  American  people  not  inconsider¬ 
able  in  number  nor  lacking  in  potential  possibilities  for  cultural  and  pro¬ 
fessional  advancement.  There  are  three  classes  of  blind  persons  that 
Will  be  particularly  benefited  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  be  introduced 
by  the  American  Library  Association,  which  is  one  of  the  great  educa¬ 
tional  organizations  of  the  country  : 

First,  the  young  adults,  most  of  them  graduates  of  schools  for  the 
blind  or  blind  graduates  of  other  schools. 

Second,  persons  in  early  and  late  middle  life  who  want  to  advance 
professionally  or  culturally,  who  having  lost  their  eyesight  after  reach¬ 
ing  mature  age,  find  it  necessary  to  adjust  themselves  to  their  new  con¬ 
dition  by  changing  their  occupation. 

Third,  more  highly  educated  men  and  women  who  require  the  stimulus 
given  by  books  of  a  higher  type  or  of  a  more  specialized  nature. 

PROJECT  FOR  THE  BUILDING  UP  AND  KEEPING  UP  OF  STUDENTS'’  COLLECTIONS 
IN  THE  LIBRARIES  FOR  THE  BLIND - NOW  UNDER  CONSIDERATION 

When,  in  1917,  th$  abbreviated  form  of  the  English  system  of  uni¬ 
versal  Braille  was  adopted  by  the  printing  houses  for  the  blind  in  this 
country,  the  first  need  to  be  filled  was  to  provide  pupils  in  the  schools 
for  blind  children  with  textbooks,  and  to  supply  to  the  adult  a  sufficient 
stock  of  books  for  recreational  reading,  both  fiction  and  other  belletristic 


literature,  and  books  of  a  popular  character  on  a  variety  of  subjects. 
To  these  were  added  some  books  on  such  occupations  as  blind  men 
and  women  had  engaged  in  for  the  purpose  of  earning  a  livelihood,  such 
as  basketry,  poultry,  typewriting,  etc.  With  these  three  main  objectives 
in  view  it  did  not  seem  practicable  to  pay  much  attention  to  the  needs 
of  the  adults  for  books  to  aid  them  in  studies  of  a  specialized  character 
or  to  provide  readers  with  books  of  a  more  advanced  type.  Even  the 
books  on  professions  and  trades  have  been  kept  down  to  the  absolute 
minimum. 

It  has  seemed  to  the  writer  of  this  statement  that  the  time  now  has 
come  to  attack  the  problem  of  building  up  and  keeping  up  students’  col¬ 
lections  in  the  libraries  for  the  blind.  The  present  stock  of  books  is  en¬ 
tirely  inadequate  for  such  purpose.  A  beginning  has  been  made  on  one 
or  two  subjects,  but  seemingly  without  any  systematic  plan.  Through 
the  efforts  of  the  committee  on  books  for  the  blind  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  a  number  of  books  of  higher  type  have  been  hand  transcribed  in 
single  copies.  Finding  the  stock  of  books  made  available  to  them  by  the 
printing  houses  and  the  Red  Cross  committee  inadequate  to  meet  their 
needs,  a  large  number  of  American  blind  have  learned  the  complete  Eng¬ 
lish  alphabet,  of  which  the  American  system  is  an  abbreviation.  By 
doing  so  they  have  found  opened  to  them  a  much  wider  range  of  reading. 

A  hasty  survey  of  the  nonbelletristic  literature  will  reveal  the  situa¬ 
tion.  For  convenience  sake  I  have  used  the  arrangement  of  the  decimal 
classification. 

General  works  :  There  is  no  encyclopedia  in  Braille ;  the  periodical 
literature,  with  the  exception  of  religious  and  professional  papers  of  a 
certain  kind,  though  not  small  in  number,  is  commonplace  in  character. 

Philosophy  :  Of  really  worth-while  books,  outside  of  the  collection  of 
books  on  theosophy,  there  are  hardly  a  dozen  ;  the  majority  seem  to  be 
of  a  kind  that  may  tend  to  keep  the  poor  blind  contented  and  happy. 

Religion :  The  devotional  and  historical  literature  is  meager,  except 
in  the  case  of  Catholic  literature  and  publications  on  Christian  Science. 

Sociology,  economics,  and  political  science  :  Absolutely  nothing  but  a 
few  volumes  on  social  science  useful  to  workers  for  the  blind. 

Languages  :  The  collection  dealing  with  the  English  language  seems 
fairly  adequate,  probably  because  so  many  books  for  the  higher  classes 
in  the  schools  might  prove  of  use  to  the  adult  student.  Of  books  in 
foreign  languages  we  find  a  few  in  French,  but  hardly  anything  in  other 
languages. 

Science  :  The  existence  of  Thomson’s  Outline  of  Science  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  a  student  of  modern  science  to  get  a  sound  foundation  of 
knowledge  ;  otherwise  the  collection  is  meager. 

Medicine  :  Most  of  these  books  are  from  the  standpoint  of  osteopathy  j  j 
there  are  two  or  three  books  on  hygiene.  . 

Useful  arts  :  A  smattering  of  books  on  a  few  subjects. 

Fine  arts  :  Absolutely  nothing. 

Literary  history  and  criticism  :  Not  a  book  on  literary  history  and 
nothing  but  school  book  later  than  James  Russell  Lowell  in  criticism 
(and  the  latter  have  been  added  in  the  last  two  years).  Essays  in 
general  are  few  and  of  older  type. 

Geography  :  A  few  books,  mostly  popular  works  and  books  of  travel. 

Biography :  Quite  a  number  of  books  of  a  popular  character,  but 
few  of  interest  to  advanced  readers. 

History  :  The  very  first  beginnings  of  a  collection,  but  not  selected 
with  any  aim  in  view ;  there  is  not  even  a  comprehensive  work  of 
American  history  above  the  grade  of  high  school,  nor  of  the  history  of 
any  other  country'  or  of  the  world. 

No  attempt  has  here  been  made  to  consider  the  hand-transcribed 
books. 

From  such  a  “  mob  of  books  ”  not  even  the  foundation  of  library  can 
be  brought  together.  Add  to  this  a  few  hundred  works  of  fiction,  poetry, 
and  drama,  in  which  the  emphasis  is  laid  on  the  very  popular,  and  you 
have  all  that  by  American  printing  houses  has  been  made  available  for 
blind  men  and  women  to  promote  their  mental  growth  without  the  aid 
of  other  persons. 

In  considering  the  situation  some  features  preculiar  to  it  should  be 
kept  in  mind.  The  publication  of  books  in  Braille  is  not  a  paying 
business.  The  number  of  prospective  purchasers  is  too  small.  The 
majority  of  them  are  libraries,  and  of  these  there  are  not  half  a 
hundred.  On  their  own  financial  responsibility  the  printing  houses  can 
print  only  books  for  which  a  ready  sale  at  full  price  of  production  can 
be  expected,  or  for  which  a  portion  of  the  cost  has  been  otherwise 
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4417.  By  Mr.  JOHNSTON  of  Missouri:  Petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Pulaski  County,  Mo.,  praying  for  the  passage  of 
■legislation  granting  increased  pensions  to  Spanish  War  vet¬ 
erans  ;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

,  4418.  Also,  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Phelps  County, 
jMo.,  praying  for  the  passage  of  legislation  granting  increased 
pensions  to  Spanish  War  veterans;  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

4419.  By  Mr.  KINZER:  Petition  of  S.  H.  Livingston,  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pa.,  advocating  placing  a  duty  on  raw  hides  and  skins; 
to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

4420.  By  Mr.  KORELL:  Petition  of  residents  of  Portland, 
Oreg.,  favoring  passage  of  legislation  to  increase  pensions  of  the 
men  who  served  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  during 
the  Spanish  War  period  ;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4421.  By  Mr.  LAMPERT :  Petition  signed  by  citizens  of  Osh¬ 
kosh,  Wis.,  requesting  immediate  and  favorable  action  on  House 
bill  25G2,  providing  for  increase  of  rates  in  pensions  for  vet¬ 
erans  who  served  during  the  war  with  Spain ;  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

4422.  By  Mrs.  McCORMICK  of  Illinois :  Petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  urging  the  passage  of  House  bill  2562 
for  the  relief  of  Spanish-American  War  veterans  and  widows  of 
veterans ;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4423.  By  Mr.  McKEOWN :  Petition  of  Walter  S.  Taylor  and 
other  citizens  of  Dustin,  Okla.,  urging  immediate  consideration 
of  the  bill  providing  increased  rates  of  pension  for  the  veterans 
of  the  Spanish  War  period ;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4424.  By  Mr.  McREYNOLDS  :  Petition  containing  64  names 
from  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  asking  for  immediate  consideration  of 
House  bill  2562  for  the  relief  of  Spanish-American  War  veterans 
and  widows  of  veterans;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4425.  By  Mr.  MICHENER :  Petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Washtenaw,  Wayne,  and  Jackson  Counties,  Mich.,  favoring 
House  bill  2562;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4426.  By  Mr.  MOUSER:  Petitions  of  citizens  of  Cleveland 
and  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Hancock  and  Hardin  Counties,  Ohio, 
asking  favorable  action  on  Senate  bill  476  and  House  bill  2562, 
known  as  the  Spanish  War  bill ;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4427.  By  Mr.  NELSON  of  Maine :  Petition  of  62  residents  of 
Belfast,  Me.,  urging  increased  pensions  for  Spanish  War  vet¬ 
erans  ;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4428.  By  Mr.  NIEDRINGHAUS  :  Petition  of  64  citizens  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  for  the  early  passage  of  House  bill  2562  and  Senate 
bill  476,  providing  for  the  increased  rates  of  pension  to  the  men 
who  served  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  during  the 
Spanish  War  period;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4429.  By  Mr.  SHORT  of  Missouri:  Petition  of  Stoddard 
County,  Mo.,  urging  increased  pensions  for  Spanish  War  vet¬ 
erans;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4430.  By  Mr.  RAM  SPECK :  Petition  of  C.  J.  Sills  and  20  other 
citizens  of  Lithonia,  Ga.,  in  behalf  of  Senate  bill  476  and  House 


bill  2562,  to  increase  Spanish  War  pensions;  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

4431.  By  Mr.  REED  of  New  York :  Petition  of  residents  of 

Wellsville,  N.  Y.,  in  support  of  House  bill  2562;  to  the  Commits 
£00  01}  Pensions  \ 

4432.  By  Mr.  ROWBOTTOM :  Petition  of  Charles  F.  Cox  and' 
others,  of  Evansville,  Ind.,  that  Congress  enact  into  law  at  this 
session  legislation  providing  for  increased  rates  of  pension  to 
men  who  served  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  dur¬ 
ing  the  Spanish  War  period;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4433.  By  Mr.  SHORT  of  Missouri :  Petition  of  citizens  of 
Gideon,  Mo.,  urging  increased  pensions  for  veterans  of  the  Span¬ 
ish  War  period ;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4434.  By  Mr.  SLOAN :  Petition  of  William  A.  Hagood  and 
69  others  requesting  passage  of  bills  of  the  Seventy-first  Con¬ 
gress  (S.  476  and  H.  R.  2562)  providing  for  increased  rates  of 
pension  to  the  men  who  served  in  the  armed  forces  of  the 
United  States  during  the  Spanish  War  period ;  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

4435.  By  Mr.  SIMMONS :  Petition  of  114  citizens  of  Chadron, 
Nebr.,  asking  speedy  consideration  and  passage  of  pending  bills 
providing  for  increased  rates  of  pension  to  th e-men  who  served 
in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  during  the  Spanish 
War  period ;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4436.  Also,  petition  of  24  members  of  United  Spanish  War 
Veterans  Auxiliary,  North  Platte,  Nebr.,  asking  speedy  con¬ 
sideration  and  passage  of  pending  bills  providing  for  increased 
rates  of  pension  to  the  men  who  served  in  the  armed  forces  of 
the  United  States  during  the  Spanish  War  period ;  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Pensions. 

4437.  By  Mr.  SWING :  Petition  of  Dr.  Hugh  Heaton  and  40 
citizens  of  La  Jolla,  Calif.,  requesting  the  passage  of  Senate 
bill  476  and  House  bill  2562;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4438.  By  Mr.  TURPIN :  Petition  of  about  45  citizens  of 
Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  petitioning  their  Senators  and  Congress¬ 
man  to  use  every  endeavor  to  secure  speedy  consideration  and 
passage  of  Senate  bill  476  or  House  bill  2562 ;  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

4439.  By  Mr.  UNDERHILL :  Petition  of  the  people  of  Revere, 
Mass.,  for  legislation  in  behalf  of  the  Spanish  War  veteran;  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4440.  By  Mr.  WHITLEY :  Petition  of  citizens  of  the  thirty- 
eighth  congressional  district  of  New  York  urging  passage  of 
legislation  to  increase  pensions  for  veterans  of  the  Spanish- 
American  War;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4441.  By  Mr.  WOLFENDEN :  Petition  of  Monte  S.  Montague 
and  other  citizens  of  Chester,  Pa.,  and  vicinity  seeking  enact¬ 
ment  of  pension  legislation  providing  for  increased  pensions  for 
Spanish-American  War  veterans;  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

4442.  Also,  petition  of  citizens  of  Delaware  County,  Pa.,  in 
favor  of  increased  rates  of  pension  for  Spanish  War  veterans; 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
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provided.  The  collection  of  books  in  the  American  system  of  Braille 
has  been  built  up  largely  through  the  generosity  of  donors,  individual 
or  corporate,  but  as  In  most  cases  each  donor  has  selected  the  book  for 
which  he  wante1  to  pay,  there  has  been  no  system  of  selection,  no  coor¬ 
dination  between  donations  and  book  otherwise  provided.  That  is,  so 
far  as  books  for  adults  are  concerned. 

In  the  case  of  books  for  children,  especially  schoolbooks,  such  selec¬ 
tion  has  been  made  and  can  be  made,  owing  to  a  congressional  grant 
of  $75,000  a  year  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

That  there  is  dissatisfaction  among  intelligent  and  thinking  blind 
readers  is  shown  by  letters  received  by  the  undersigned  in  response  to 
a  request  for  information  about  the  tastes  and  interests  in  matters  of 
books  and  reading  inserted  in  the  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the 
Blind.  “  Your  communication,”  writes  one  of  the  correspondents,  “  in¬ 
duces  the  hope  that  some  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  remedy  a  bad 
situation.  (Note)  the  pitiful  scarcity  of  serious  literature  in  Braille, 
libraries  of  this  country.  Why?  Because  substantial  work  is  not  in 
demand?  That  answer  might  satisfy  if  we  did  not  see  the  list  of  sub¬ 
stantial  books  steadily  issued  in  grade  two  (the  English  system).  Will 
anyone  say  the  American  blind  are  less  intelligent  than  the  English 
blind?  May  I  add  a  suggestion  that  with  adequate  guidance  the  read¬ 
ing  taste  of  the  blind  might  be  directed  to  other  fields  than  fiction  ?” 

Another  writes  :  “  I  have  often  read  the  catalogue  of  English  Braille 
books  and  greatly  envied  English  readers.  It  is  not  merely  the  limited 
number  of  hooks  in  American  revised  Braille  that  makes  it  so  inadequate 
for  our  needs,  but  the  type  of  material  selected.”  And  still  another  : 
“  I  am  interested  in  modernism  and-  liberal  thought,  and  opportunities 
in  this  are  limited  on  account  of  some  bone-headed  people  in  authority.” 
Another  :  “  Taken  as  a  whole,  I  sometimes  think  that  the  Braille  litera¬ 
ture  is  inclined  fio  be  a  little  too  conservative,  particularly  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  field.”  Again  :  “Altogether  there  are  throughout  the  country  a 
considerable  number  of  professional  persons  among  the  blind,  and  a 
large  number  of  salesmen  and  insurance  agents.  These  three  groups 
must  be  up  to  date,  both  in  their  fields  and  in  a  general  knowledge  of 
what  is  going  on  in  the  world.  I  hope  this  questionnaire  will  enable 
you  to  publish  books  in  revised  Braille  that  will  help  them  in  their  work.” 

Of  the  78  readers  of  the  Ziegler  Magazine  who  replied  to  my  letter, 
13  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  being  allowed  to  state  their  views,  and 
8  expressly  thanked  the  American  Library  Association  for  having  taken 
up  this  problem.  Twenty-nine  state  that  their  needs  are  not  met  by 
the  books  in  grade  1%  (the  American  system).  Forty-five  have  learned 
grade  2  in  order  to  have  a  wider  range  o£  books  at  their  command.  Ten 
do  not  find  their  needs  met  even  by  the  output  of  books  in  grade  2. 
Fifty  state  that  they  are  interested  in  questions  of  modern  liberal 
thought ;  several  of  these  say  that  their  interest  is  mainly  on  religions 
lines ;  not  a  few  are  very  emphatic  in  their  statements  on  this  point. 

Seventy-eight  replies  to  a  letter  printed  in  a  magazine  with  a  circula¬ 
tion  of  10,000  may  seem  almost  infinitestimal  in  value.  If  we,  however, 
regard  this  group  by  itself  the  result  of  this  inquiry  would  seem  to  take 
on  an  aspect  of  greater  significance.  Here  we  have  a  group  of  78  intel¬ 
ligent  blind  men  and  women,  readers  of  books  in  Braille,  who  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  answer  the  questions  asked  in  the  letter  and  to  state  more 
or  less  fully  their  views  in  regard  to  the  output  of  books  in  Braille,  the 
kind  of  books  that  the  Braille  printing  houses  in  this  country  have  made 
available  to  them. 

Other  correspondents  dwell  on  the  fact  that  blind  people  are  just 
as  normal  as  the  sighted  in  all  other  respects.  They  are  interested  in 
the  same  things  as  the  sighted,  and  they  want  to  read  the  same  books 
as  their  sighted  friends  do.  They  are  getting  tired  of  the  paternalism 
that  has  so  often  been  shown  in  the  selection  of  books  in  Braille. 

The  blind  are  neither  inconsiderable  in  number  nor  unimportant  in 
potential  possibilities  of  achievement.  It  is  not  lack  of  ability,  but 
lack  of  opportunity  that  keeps  them  back,  opportunity  of  finding  the 
books  that  would  aid  them  in  professional  and  cultural  advancemept. 
That  this  is  so  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  work  being  done  in 
England  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  and  the  National 
Library  conducted  in  connection  with  it.  The  national  institute  was 
established  in  1868  and  operates  through  Government  grants  and 
public  funds,  producing  over  25,000  volumes  a  year.  The  National 
Library,  established  in  1882,  now  has  on  its  shelves  over  150,000 
volumes  in  the  Braille  type.  It  has  a  circulation  of  over  800  volumes 
a  day.  The  cooperative  effort  of  the  institute  and  the'  library  has 
created  a  students’  library  of  over  50,000  volumes  ;  over  100  volumes 
are.  being  added  each  month  covering  law,  history'  science,  literature, 
language,  etc.  The  library  alone  is  now  spending  for  the  production 
of  books  $75,000  each  year.  During  1914,  through  the  aid  of  Arthur 
Pearson,  centralization  began,  and  since  then  coordination  has  con¬ 
tinued,  promoted  by  public  aid  and  large  governmental  grants. 

As  an  example  of  the  result  accomplished  by  the  London  Students’ 
Library,  mention  might  be  made  of  the  case  of  the  blind  lawyers. 
Twenty  years  ago  when  the  law  library  was  started,  these  numbered 
10.  Now,  after  the  library's  law  department  has  reached  over  5,000 
volumes,  there  are  among  the  blind  of  England  150  practicing  lawyers. 

American  libraries  for  the  blind  could  achieve  similar  results  if 
they  had  the  books.  The  librarians  are  willing  and  eager  to  aid  the 


blind  in  their  efforts  at  self-improvement,  but  they  are  hampered  by 
the  lack  of  books.  It  is  this  lack  that  hitherto  has  kept  the  world 
of  the  blind  from  being  benefited  by  the  adult  education  movement. 

We  stand  here  before  a  situation  national  in  scope.  There  is  not  a 
State  in  the  Union  that  has  not  its  blind  population  ;  its  members  are 
found  in  towns  large  and  small,  in  villages  and  hamlets,  in  mountains 
and  countryside.  There  are  among  them  men  and  women  of  all  ages, 
of  nearly  all  occupations.  There  are,  first,  the  young  adults,  grad¬ 
uates  of  the  schools  for  the  blind  as  well  as  of  the  public  schools ; 
second,  men  and  women  in  early  and  late  middle  life  who  may  wish  to 
advance  themselves  along  professional  and  cultural  lines ;  and  third, 
more  highly  educated  people  who  crave  the  stimulus  given  by  books  of 
a  higher  type.  And  among  them  all  there  are  those  who  do  not  have 
access  to  persons  ready  to  aid  them  by  reading  to  them.  Among  this 
population  we  find  common  laborers  and  skilled  mechanics,  technicians, 
business  men  and  farmers,  teachers,  librarians  and  preachers,  politi¬ 
cians  and  Government  employees,  and  workers  of  various  kinds  among 
their  own  people. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  if  Congress  has  deemed  it  to  come  within 
its  scope  to  aid  in  the  education  of  blind  children  by  granting  an 
annual  sum  of  $75,000  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  whereby  Congress  has  materially  aided  the  work 
of  educating  this  class  of  children,  it  might  be  regarded  to  be  as 
much  within  its  scope  to  give  a  grant  in  aid  of  the  further  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  graduates  of  these  schools  and  also  of  the  blind  men  and 
women  who  wish  to  educate  themselves  along  professional  and  cultural 
lines. 

It  is  proposed,  therefore,  that  the  council  authorize  the  executive 
board  to  ask  Congress  to  create  a  trust  fund  in  favor  of  the  American 
Library  Association  of  $2,000,000,  giving  the  association  an  annual 
income  of  $100,000,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  books  in  Braille  of 
an  educational  character  designed  to  aid  both  young  and  old  adults 
in  their  efforts  at  self-education.  And  it  is  also  proposed  that  Con¬ 
gress  be  asked  to  grant  a  preliminary  sum  of  $100,000,  to  be  paid  out 
of  unexpended  funds,  immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  creating 
this  trust  fund. 

The  administration  of  the  fund  received  under  the  grant — that  is,  the 
selection,  printing,  and  distribution  of  the  books  procured  under  the 
grant — should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  special  employee  of  the  association, 
acting  under  the  supervision  of  the  executive  board  and  in  cooperation 
with  the  committee  on  work  with  the  blind  and  the  board  of  the  library 
and  adult  education. 

Gn  account  of  the  meagerness  of  the  present  stock  of  books  supplied 
by  the  American  printing  houses,  the  students’  collection  would  have  to 
be  built  up  from  the  bottom.  The  selection  of  the  first  stock  of  books 
should  be  based  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  books  suitable  for 
study  and  advanced  reading  already  published  in  the  American  system 
of  universal  Braille  and  those  available  in  hand-transcribed  copies.  A 
list  of  these  books  should  be  prepared,  each  marked  according  to  whether 
it  be  thought  suitable  for  continuation  work  of  young  adults,  for  definite 
vocational  or  professional  study,  or  for  advanced  reading,  whereby  it 
well  may  occasionally  be  an  overlapping  of  any  two  classes.  This  list 
should  be  sent  to  all  the  librarians  for  the  blind  with  the  request  to 
submit  titles  for  supplementing  these  collections  in  the  various  subjects. 
The  lists  should  then  be  assembled  by  the  assistant  in  charge,  and  the 
complete  list  sent  to  members  of  the  committee  on  work  with  the  blind 
and  the  board  of  the  library  and  adult  education  for  revision,  after 
which  the  final  selection  should  be  made  by  the  assistant  in  charge  and 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  chairmen  of  the  two  committees.  The 
same  procedure  is  to  be  used  for  the  annual  purchases,  with  this  addi¬ 
tion  :  That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  assistant  in  charge  to  study 
literary  and  professional  and  trade  journals  for  reviews  of  books  in 
various  fields  which  might  be  suitable  for  selection. 

Arrangements  should  be  made,  too,  if  possible,  with  one  printing 
house  (or  with  two)  to  handle  the  work  for  the  association,  using  the 
interpoint  method. 

Occasionally  it  may  be  found  advisable  to  purchase  a  number  of 
copies  of  a  book  published  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  in 
London  rather  than  to  have  the  book  printed  in  a  special  American  I 
edition.  This  will  be  particularly  so  if  a  compromise  is  reached  between 
English  and  American  institutions  for  a  single  alphabet,  a  movement 
for  which  is  already  on  foot. 

The  books  produced  or  procured  under  the  congressional  grant  are  to 
be  distributed  free  to  American  libraries  for  the  blind,  two  copies  to 
the  Library  of  Congress,  one  each  to  other  libraries  ;  additional  copies 
and  copies  ordered  by  individuals  to  be  sold  at  half  the  cost  of  printing 
and  binding,  or  half  the  cost  of  purchase,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  to  I 
be  added  to  the  annual  fund. 

The  American  Library  Association  is  one  of  the  great  educational  I 
organizations  of  the  country  ;  it  has  already  taken  a  leading  part  in  I 
introducing  the  World  Movement  for  Adult  Education  to  the  American  I 
people.  It  would  seem  natural  that  the  association  take  the  initiative  I 
in  introducing  it  to  the  country’s  blind,  because  only  through  the  I 
building  up  and  keeping  up  of  students’  collections  in  the  libraries  can  I 
the  blind  be  aided  in  their  efforts  at  professional  and  cultural  advance-  I 
meat. 
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It  is  recommended,  therefore,  that  the  council  accept  this  proposal 
as  its  own,  and  authorize  the  executive  board  to  take  the  initiative  in 
presenting  it  to  Congress,  and  that  a  delegation,  consisting  of  the 
secretary  of  the  association,  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  library 
and  adult  education,  and  of  the  subcommittee  on  books  for  adult  blind, 
be  sent  to  Washington  to  further  the  cause. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Aksel  G.  S.  Josephson, 

Chairman  Subcommittee  on  Books  for  Admit  Blind. 

December,  1929. 


Naval  Conference 


REMARKS 

OF 

HON.  THOMAS  H.  SCHALL 

OF  MINNESOTA 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 

Monday,  February  10  ( legislative  day  of  Monday ,  January  6), 

1930 

AN  EDITORIAL  ENTITLED  “A  SURRENDER  OF  PARITY  ” 


Mr.  SCHALL.  Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
have  printed  in  the  Record  an  editorial  from  yesterday’s  Wash¬ 
ington  Post  entitled  “A  Surrender  of  Parity,”  which  well  ex¬ 
presses  my  views. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  matter  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  Record,  as  follows: 

[From  the  Washington  Post,  Sunday,  February  9,  1930] 

A  Surrender  of  Parity 

By  employing  what  he  doubtless  regards  as  an  extremely  cunning 
'  combination  of  words  Secretary  Stinson  seeks  to  conceal  the  fact  that 
he  agrees  to  surrender  to  Great  Britain  on  the  question  of  naval  parity. 
i  Pie  announces  a  plan  which,  hastily  read,  seems  to  provide  for  parity, 
‘  but  which  in  fact  constitutes  an  arrangement  to  perpetuate  British 
1  naval  supremacy. 

The  plan  calls  for  abandonment  by  the  United  States  of  the  construc- 
\  tion  of  cruisers  ordered  by  Congress  as  necessary  for  the  national  de¬ 
fense.  In  order  to  conceal  the  abandonment  of  parity  Mr.  Stimson 
f  accepts  the  British  suggestion  that  the  United  States  shall  build,  at  the 
'  expense  of  many  millions,  the  kind  of  cruisers  it  does  not  Deed. 

Mr.  Stimson  proposes  to  quit  the  American  position  maintained  at 
'  Geneva  and  heretofore  tenaciously  maintained  by  President  Hoover ; 
3  that  is,  the  plan  to  build  21  cruisers  of  10,000  tons  each,  carrying 
.8-inch  guns.  Mr.  Stimson  yields  to  Prime  Minister  MacDonald’s  de- 
3mand  that  the  United  States  shall  have  only  18  of  these  cruisers. 

Mr.  MacDonald  does  not  yield  to  America’s  demand  for  parity.  He 
does  not  propose  to  reduce  Britain's  cruiser  tonnage.  On  the  contrary, 
he  induces  Mr.  Stimson  to  agree  to  spend  many  millions  for  cruisers 
of  the  small  British  type  so  as  to  make  a  show  of  reaching  parity.  As 
the  United  States  lacks  naval  bases,  these  small  cruisers  would  be 
practically  useless. 

At  the  same  time  the  British  plan  for  maintaining  sea  supremacy  by 
whittling  down  the  most  formidable  vessels  of  other  navies  is  accepted 
by  Mr.  Stimson.  To  the  extent  that  battleships  are  abandoned,  British 
domination  of  the  sea  is  correspondingly  increased.  If  all  battleships 
and  all  large  cruisers  were .  scrapped  the  only  battle  flag  on  the  seas 
would  be  the  British  flag. 

Mr.  MacDonald  suggests  that  airplane  carriers  be  limited  to  100,000 
tons  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  This  proposal,  if  ac¬ 
cepted,  would  mean  that  British  merchant  vessels,  easily  transformed 
into  airplane  carriers,  would  vastly  outnumber  American  vessels  in 
tonnage  and  numbers.  Britain  has  50  fast  steamships  capable  of  being 
transformed  within  a  few  weeks  into  airplane  carriers.  The  United 
States  has  14. 

If  the  Stimson-MacDonald  proposals  now  put  forth  in  London  were 
embodied  in  a  treaty,  the  inevitable  result  would  be  rejection  of  the 
treaty  by  the  Senate. 

The  American  people  have  a  right  to  demand  that  foreign  nations 
shall  cooperate  in  cutting  down  navies.  Americans  are  opposed  to  spend¬ 
ing  money  for  more  naval  vessels  in  order  to  reach  parity  with  Great 
Britain.  Yet  the  MacDonald-Stimson  plan  contemplates  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  additional  millions,  instead  of  reducing  expenditures. 

Neither  national  security  nor  economy  is  furthered  .by  the  acceptance 
of  Mr.  MacDonald’s  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the  United  States 
Navy. 

Th£  danger  that  a  treaty  of  this  kind  will  emanate  from  London 
is  minimized  by  the  fact  that  all  the  foreign  nations  are  at  loggerheads. 


Mr.  Stimson's  willingness  to  surrender  the  American  position  does  not 
promote  the  chances  of  a  treaty.  France  has  again  taken  offense  at  the 
evidence  of  a  separate  MacDonald-Stimson  agreement  which  leaves. 
French  interests  out  of  the  reckoning.  Japan  is  ominously  silent,  after 
having  met  with  a  rebuff.  Italy  hangs  doggedly  upon  the  flanks  of 
France,  demanding„.pafity. 

The  preteqse"  that  foreign  nations  are  earnestly  trying  to  reduce 
their  navies  is  merely  diplomatic  lying  intended  to  fool  the  peoples  of 
the  nations  concerned.  This  pretense  can  not  be  kept  up  much  longer 
by  even  the  most  mendacious  diplomats.  The  truth  is  coming  out  in 
spite  of  them.  This  truth  is  that  the  London  conference  is  a  political 
powwow  brought  about  by  Ramsay  MacDonald  in  the  hope  that  by 
desperate  chance  he  can  snatch  some  advantage  over  other  nations 
that  will  give  him  prestige  at  home  and  enable  him  and  his  Socialist 
Party  to  remain  in  power.  The  othep  nations  are  not  conceding  any¬ 
thing.  The  only  delegation  that  has  .signified  its  willingness  to  promote 
Mr.  MacDonald’s  plans  to  insure  British  sea  supremacy  is  the  delegation 
headed  by  Henry  L.  Stimson,  and  it  can  not  deliver  the  goods. 


CHANGE  OF  RESIDENCE 

Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates  wlio  have  changed, 
their  residences  will  please  give  information  thereof  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  that  their  addresses  may  be  correctly 
given  in  the  Record. 

PRINTING  DOCUMENTS  AND  REPORTS' 
Documents  and  reports  of  committees  with  the  evidence  and 
papers  submitted  therewith,  or  any  part  thereof  ordered  printed 
by  Congress,  may  be  reprinted  by  the  Public  Printer  on  order 
of  any  Member  of  Congress  or  Delegate,  on  prepayment  of  cost 
thereof.  (U.  S.  Code,  title  44,  sec.  162,  p.  1425.) 


PRINTING  CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD  EXTRACTS 
It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Public  Printer  to  print  and  deliver, 
upon  the  order  of  any  Senator,  Representative,  or  Delegate, 
extracts  from  the  Congressional  Record,  the  person  ordering 
the  same  paying  the  cost  thereof.  (U.  S.  Code,  title  44,  sec.  185, 
p.  1427.) 

RECORD  OFFICE  AT  THE  CAPITOL 
An  office  for  the  Congressional  Record  is  located  in  Statuary 
Hall,  House  wing,  where  Mr.  W.  A.  Smith  is  in  attendance 
during  the  sessions  of  Congress  to  receive  subscriptions,  copy, 
etc.,  and  where  extra  copies  of  the  Record,  Congressional  Direc¬ 
tory,  and  information  in  regard  to  the  price  of  printing  speeches 
in  pamphlet  form  may  be  obtained. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD 
The  Public  Printer  shall  furnish  the  Congressional  Record 
as  follows,  and  shall  furnish  gratuitously  no  others  in  addition 
thereto: 

To  the  Vice  President  and  each  Senator,  88  copies;  to  the 
Secretary  and  Sergeant  at  Arms  of  the  Senate,  each  20  copies ; 
to  the  Secretary,  for  office  use,  10  copies ;  to  each  Representative 
and  Delegate,  60  copies;  to  the  Clerk  and  Doorkeeper  of  the 
House,  each  20  copies ;  to  the  Clerk,  for  office  use,  10  copies ; 
and  for  use  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
50  copies;  to  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  of  the  Senate,  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  20  copies ;  to  be  supplied  daily  as  originally 
published,  or  in  the  revised  or  permanent  form,  bound. 

To  the  Vice  President  and  each  Senator,  Representative,  and 
Delegate  there  shall  be  furnished  two  copies  of  the  daily 
Record,  one  to  be  delivered  at  his  residence  and  one  at  the 
Capitol.  (U.  S.  Cede,  title  44,  sec.  183,  p.  1426.) 

There  shall  be  reserved  by  the  Public  Printer  from  the  quota 
of  each  Member  of  Congress  and  Delegate  one  copy  of  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Record  in  unstitched  form,  to  be  delivered  to  each 
Member  or  Delegate;  and  there  shall  be  furnished  to  each 
standing  committee  of  Congress  one  copy,  which  copies  for  Mem¬ 
bers  and  committees  shall  be  bound  promptly  in  paper  when 
each  semimonthly  index  shall  be  issued  and  shall  be  delivered 
without  delay.  (U.  S.  Cod^,  title  44,  sec.  184,  p.  1427.) 
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